Words of Wisdom from Second Year Reading Street Users

Focus on the "targets" and just keep going.  (

We were very overwhelmed in the beginning, but keep pushing through because there is a definite pattern to the lessons and days.  Once you understand the pattern, it goes a lot smoother.

There is a lot of spiraling of lessons/topics/targets.  We worried that we weren't teaching "deep" enough, but found that EVERYTHING comes back around again.  You might not dig deep the first time, but you will come back to it over and over again.

Take some time every couple of months to look through all the materials.  There are a lot of "things" to use to implement Reading Street.  It is hard to know what it all is and used for until you are really using it.  I "discovered" helpful materials half-way through the year.

Focus on the targets and know you won't be perfect. ;-)

I followed the script very closely at first.  When I was more comfortable with the materials and topics I didn't follow it quite as closely.  This year, I am even more comfortable and feel less "tied" to the manual.

Take LOTS of movement breaks!

It has really helped collaboration across the grade level.  On any given day we can discuss the concerns/surprises/ah-ha's that occurred with the lessons and we are all on the same lesson.

I KNOW that I am covering all standards with fidelity.

Most of the songs and stories are enjoyable...have fun with them!





-K Teacher

______________________________________________

Last year was nice because we only had to teach the reading/conventions/spelling portions of Reading Street without having to worry about writing simultaneously.  It allowed us to get to know the program without having to deal with so much new content at once.
 

I personally choose to put each day onto a Smart board lesson.  By typing up the lesson it forced me to become familiar with the routines of each day of the week, while allowing for a visual cushion that was interactive.

 

We only have to teach the non-negotiables at our school.  Stick to this list only and it helps make the program so much more manageable. I also make sure if a story has a plethora of comprehension questions, I stick with the ones with the bulls-eye/target.  This way I'm sticking with the questions that they are going to be tested on.  

 

Remember that with 5 days, many of the questions, strategies, and concepts recycle, so move at a quick pace.  You don't need to teach a phonics for 20 words.  Teach it for a few and move on.

· 3rd grade teacher

There's a lot of content in Reading Street and you don't have to teach it all.  Once we figured out how to pick and choose the most important components, it got much better.  Hone in on the pieces that have the "target" beside it.  Many of our teachers designed PPT templates that they could use each week.  It was time consuming to make them, but they found that having that visual for themselves (as well as students) helped the components flow, since the activities sometimes felt more disconnected than our old way of teaching literacy.  It DOES get better.  






-Building Principal

Didn’t realize the phonic skills students were missing 

A lot of work, but wouldn’t go back to old way

There is consistency for kids

I like the explicit instruction

Common- Language – routines

Core program aligns with interventions5 day plan

   The Amazing Words-my kids are using them in conversations

  Teaching Targets help me stay focused

  Decodable Readers give my students the practice they need

Teachers working together creating slides organizing center activities and sharing the copying and materials preparation
